UCE Birmingham Contemporary Art Action Research Project

  Art and Design GCSE
This partnership project between The New Art Gallery Walsall and the University of Central England was initiated to;
· Develop a model of good practice for Regional Galleries and teachers of Art and Design in supporting the use of Contemporary Art within KS4 and Post 16 Programmes of Study. 

· Raise the quality of learned outcomes in Art and Design Education. 

· Support with understanding Contemporary Artworks for teachers and pupils.

· Improve access to Contemporary Artworks viewed within Regional Galleries.

· Raise the profile of Regional Galleries as an out of classroom site for schools.

A group of teachers and students selected four artworks from the exhibition Out of Place (29 September -19 November 2006) and developed ideas of how the artworks could be used as starting point for GCSE work. 
Under each artwork there is information about the artist and a number of ideas and starting points which link directly to the GCSE assessment objectives.
The artworks which have been selected include:
· Hew Locke Jungle Queen II, Mixed Media, 2003
· Silence in the Museum Douglas Gordon, silence in the museum, Text, 1992

· Santiago Sierra Hooded Woman Seated Facing the Wall, Print, 2003

· Yoshihiro Suda Fleming Parrot, Wood, 2002

The exhibition Out of Place has been selected from the fifteen collections of contemporary art acquired as part of the Contemporary Art Society’s Special Collection Scheme. It brings together works by a wide range of artists who broadly explore relationships to spaces, places and institutions, with particular regard to the urban environment.                 
[image: image1.jpg]



Hew Locke

(Jungle Queen II, Mixed Media, 2003)

Intention of the Artist

Hew Locke uses an instantly recognisable image as the basis of his work.  His work looks at issues of post-colonialism identity and culture.  Locke makes use of colourful, cheap and humorous objects to depict the figures in his portraits making them humorous as well as raising questions about the figures value and function.

Links and starting points for GCSE work

The information below links directly to the GCSE assessment objectives

· Focus on using mixed-media in its widest sense rather than traditional media such as paint alone.

· Pupils can begin by looking at traditional icons/objects, pop stars/film stars, celebrity culture, or throw-away culture (burgers, fizzy drinks products etc).

·  ICT can be utilised to draw/manipulate an image, with texture/colour/pattern in mind.

· Pupils can be encouraged to experiment with a variety of different media and collage in order to produce a range of images and outcomes. 

· Further collections of relevant personal items to the person they are portraying or themselves may be added

Other Artworks to link with 

Michael Brennan-Wood, Tony Cragg, Pop Art.   

Devised by:

Munazza Quadir – Queensbridge School, Birmingham

Tracey Rae – Coundon Court School, Coventry

Silence In The Museum

Silence in the Museum

(Douglas Gordon, silence in the museum, Text, 1992)

Intention of the Artist

Douglas Gordon’s Silence in the Museum is a piece of text appearing in the window of the gallery, which can be seen from the outside. The sentence ‘silence in the museum’ is authorative and demanding, but at the same time pokes fun at the rules of galleries and museums. This artwork makes us think about how we behave in the museum and what the conditions are in which art should be viewed?

This piece makes you think ‘is this art’, if not ‘why not’? Keep off the grass, no ball games played here, feel text can have a real connection with the visual, tactile and feelings art can generate as betrayed by this piece of artwork.

Links and starting points for GCSE work

The information below links directly to the GCSE objectives:

· Pupils might record their feelings using mind maps or similar and collect visual evidence in and around selected environments

· Text is considered in a variety of formats and the concept of ‘signage’ discussed -  newspapers/print size.

· Pupils may be encouraged to Interview other people/pupils/teachers – ask their views related to the above.

· A variety of critical historical movements may be explored with regard to the use of text in art.

· An analysis of what is contemporary art could be conducted and debated.

· Bill boarding as a social construct and the form this takes may be explored. Cartoons would provide a further avenue of research – support or challenge opinions?

· How messages have been used in the arts and the use of narrative provide a further potential investigation

· Consideration could be given to blind, deaf communications and to the role of Television programmes

The following media and techniques might be explored:

Collage, Sand casting, Printing – mono, Paper making, Sound and lighting, Film and video, digital image 

Consideration might be given to:

Scale and size of the final outcome, constructing a giant group installation, creating movement and works/text, weaving the text and creating visual, tactile interpretations.

Other Art Works to Look at:

Nancy Spero, Robert Rauschenberg, Chuck Close, Giuseppe Wearing, Sarah Lucas, Ron Mueck, Alexander Calder, Marchel Duchamp, Edvard Munch, 

LS Lowry, George Gross, Frida Kahlo, Salvador Dali, Man Ray, Max Ernst Postsecret.blogspot.com (interesting use of imagery and text)

Devised by:

Judy Lanchester – St Paul’s School for Girls, Birmingham

Nicky Boden - TNAGW
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Santiago Sierra

(Hooded Woman Seated Facing the Wall, Print, 2003)

 Intention of the Artist

Santiago Sierra’s controversial artworks are conceptual events or performance pieces, where the concept or idea behind the piece is more important than the final artwork.  He pays poor and vulnerable people to act out his demands, no matter how uncomfortable or dangerous the situations are.  By doing this he makes a statement on the exploitative nature of Western capitalism and highlights the socio-political and geopolitical conditions that the deprived have to face.

Links and starting points for GCSE work

The information below links directly to the GCSE assessment objectives

· Pupils can brainstorm words surrounding social issues and emotions you get from looking at the artists work, for example; ashamed, deprived, discrimination, disadvantaged, still, scared.

· Pupils can write a list of social issues that affect them, a few can be selected and sketched thumbnails produced as a result relating to these issues.

· A collection of images from newspapers and magazines relating to social issues can support e.g. advertisements.

· Pupils can brainstorm a range of techniques that they could begin to experiment with e.g. collage, digital photography, digital manipulation, distressed surfaces, making models, animation

· Individual work can follow and links to other art works and artists made. 

Devised by:

Rachel Shermer-Hull – Hodge Hill Girls School, Hodge Hill, Birmingham

Gaynor Gallagher - BIAD

Yoshihiro Suda
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(Fleming Parrot, Wood, 2002)

Intention of the Artist

Suda produces delicate flowers and plants which are realistic and beautifully formed.  His influences include Japanese paintings such as the works of the 13th Century artist Ch’ien Hsuan.  Suda challenges his audience by placing his intricate work within large empty gallery spaces thus presenting the idea that even something that is small and intricate can make an impact upon the viewer.  

Links and Starting Points for GCSE work

The information below links directly to the GCSE assessment objectives

· The main aspect of this work is its interaction with the space that it is presented within.

· Pupils will be encouraged to consider how we engage with artworks, promoting first hand experience.

· Conventional methods of viewing works of art will be challenged.

· The hyper-realistic depiction of nature links with Surrealism thus linking contemporary art with art of the past.

· The work supports cross cultural study of Japanese and Chinese cultures.

Other Artworks to link with
Ch’ien Hsuan, Surrealism, Rachel Whiteread, Martin Creed, Rebecca Horn
Devised by:

Nicola Picken – Manor High School, Wednesbury

Anita Reardon – UCE Birmingham

